H.OES
"Crime  contre   la  Mature!   Crime  centre   FhumaniteV  II  sera
expie par la sterilite de I*esprit."
It seems only proper to note that Lincoln was never
proud of his participation in the war of 1831 and that in
1848 he protested with agitation to Congress that he was
in no way to be called a military man. During the Black
Hawk war his blood had been shed only by mosquitoes; his
bayonet, not his sabre, had been bent not on the ribs of
Indians but in digging for wild onions; and, as for
Indians, he had never seen any. "So that, Mr. Speaker,"
he ends up, "I defy you at any time to let me be called a
military hero."
Let us, then, return to our asparagus—though it was prob-
ably a far cry from the day when the first settler landed
in Jamestown to one when asparagus was of common use
in their kitchens. The chronology would seem to have been
as'follows:
In 1649 "roots" in use in Virginia were "potatoes"—
(introduced from South America in 1629 by Sir John
Hervey)—"carrets, sparagus, turnips, parsnips, onions, and
hartichokes."
In 1656, Hammond says, "The gallant root of potatoes
are common, so are all kinds of garden stuff."
About 1709, in revenge, Beverley, who was a kitchen
garden enthusiast, writes: "They ha'nt many gardens in the
country fit to bear the name."
In 1680 travellers in Maryland complained that vegetables
in that colony were "few and coarse," but by 1775, Arthur
Young, who certainly knew what he was talking about,
said that no portion of the world "could boast more plentiful
or general production of garden vegetables than the two
Chesapeake Colonies." . . . And that would probably be
a true saying to-day if we except perhaps the Rhone Valley.
... As against that, Mr. Edward Eggleston, writing in
1884, says that cabbages, onions, and potatoes were im-
ported in Charleston, even after the Revolution, from
England.

